
 
 

2020 Event Cancellation Details  
 

Hello everyone, 
 
Unfortunately I have had to make the tough decision to cancel the preparation for the 2020 
event.  This letter details the reasoning for this decision as well as some new environmental 
initiatives we will be developing moving forward.  
 
On November 15th of this year I received an email notice from a representative of The British 
Columbia’s Ministry of Forestry informing me they would no longer be supporting our event at 
Whitelady Lake in Nelson, BC due to environmental impact / concern.  
 
Without the Ministries approval and signed off permission we have no ability to operate the 
event in this location this for the 2020 season.  Detailed in the notice and brief conversation 
from the Ministry they made it clear that the issue is closed for discussion or debate.  Their 
reasoning based on a 3rd party complaint coming in a week prior to the notice, claiming our 
event caused garbage to be left at the site. The amounts were not given. Some trees have also 
been cut down.  My best guess of how many green trees cut over the last 3 years would be 
around 10-15. 
 
The Ministry’s representative feels we are unable to control our group and our activities and that 
this being true we cannot keep this recreational site preserved and might be affecting the 
watershed that supplies the Red Fish drainage.  The area is still available for use to the general 
public as well as logging operations lower down the drainage.  Unfortunately, because this was 
the first notice we received on the issue (a notice which the Ministry refuses to discuss further), 
my attempt to work out any compromise on future environmental protocol for the event has 
been dismissed as well as an offer to immediately send a crew to do clean up.  I was informed 
by the Ministry that an internal team will go up in the Spring to investigate.  It was also stated 
that no future organized event of this type over 15 people will be approved under this 
representative’s jurisdiction. 
 
At the timing of this notice we were left with only a few weeks to find a new venue.  With the 
amount of logistics required to run this event there was no way to find another location for 2020 
on such short notice.  Which brings me to the conclusion that we must cancel the 2020 event: 
 
This has been hard news to accept personally and has hit the Soulines team hard as we were 
ramping up for another epic event.  This being said, the passion we feel is still very alive in the 



community and there has been a lot of support to keep the fire burning!  We will be seeking to 
locate a new venue for 2021. Soullines will return!  
 

 
Moving Forward 

 
From day one it has been very important to me that the Soulines Backcountry Event operates 
on a strong foundation of values.  I set a high standard of both quality and integrity with every 
operation carried out. 
 
Admittedly I have failed to hold true to these values in this one aspect.  The scale of the 
environmental impact is still to be determined, regardless I know we could have done more to 
monitor tree cutting to be only standing dead used for firewood, creating and enforcing a zero 
waste policy and organizing a spring clean up mission.  I take full responsibility for this not being 
done. And I will do better as we move forward.  
 
The Soulines community is a group that I know cares incredibly about the environment and this 
was not an intentional outcome.  This is why I feel Soulines as an organization/ community  has 
an opportunity to learn and grow from this situation.  Take the high road and be known as a 
backcountry name on the forefront of environmentalism.  We will be taking this downtime in 
2020 to develop a Soulines Environmental Initiative that will be sewn into our values and 
mission statement going forward.  We will also be aligning our values with the Ministry of 
Forestry as we hope to repair our damaged relationship and want to continue to build a 
backcountry name that is respected by the backcountry community as a whole. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this letter.  Soulines only exists and is growing because of 
the amazing community it has behind it!  I have faith that together we will get over this hurdle 
stronger as an organization/ community.  This is because Soulines is a place Where Passion 
Drives Progression - on the slope and off. 
 
Hope everyone has a safe and deep season!  
 
All the best  
 
Jason Gretzinger  
Soulines Creator  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 


